Mission Statement:
A community in God called to learn ~ grow ~ support

August at House of Prayer

*  August 17-25—Vacation Bible School (VBS);
dinner 5:30 p.m.; VBS 6:00-8:30 p.m.

Anne’s
i Anecdotes

Last month in my
rticle, I wrote

- about the basics of

| Transformational

A Ministry. 1re-
capped a presenta-
tion from the 2009
Annual Meeting. There was a lot in the article to
consider, to digest, and to place before God in
prayer. As I shared the ABCs of Transforma-
tional Ministry, 1 began to lay down the founda-
tion of how to “think theologically " about our
life together as God’s church. Now, you may be
saying to yourself, “Isn’t thinking theologically
what a pastor or a trained theologian does? ” Ja,
but maybe not so much. Theological thinking
isn’t something fancy; it is simply God-thoughts.
Each time someone thinks, “What would Jesus
do?” the person is thinking theologically. When
a friend is praying and asks, “God, where are
you these days?” or when your child asks,
“Where does God live?” theological reflection is
happening.

The word theology means to “speak about God.”
Consider your day for a moment; from the big
moments of your day to the most ordinary, in
what ways do you speak about God...to yourself,
to another? In the quiet moments of the morning
or at the edge of night, what are the ways you
dialogue with God in devotions or prayer? In the
midst of family conversations and problem solv-

ing, how do you see God at work?

Each of us has had some kind of theological
training: Sunday School, Confirmation, and
Adult Bible Study Classes. So, it would fair to
say that House of Prayer Lutheran Church is a
community of theologians! I think that the
word theologian has been given a bad rap in the
current church world. For when we picture a
theologian, what comes to our mind is an ex-
pert, someone with a title, a person outside our
daily lives, such as a teacher, a pastor, or a pro-
fessor. The truth is -- each of us as members of
a congregation has been transformed over the
years through worship and education into ordi-
nary theologians who live out their lives of faith
in very ordinary ways. For me, this is a good
thing.

As we as a church continue along this journey
called Transformational Ministry, we will need
the common sense, ordinary life wisdom of
each of us in the congregation. Our journey of
Transformational Ministry is not a program
with an end product. It is a process, a journey,
where you and I share together what we have
heard “God speaking to us.”

How do we begin this journey process? We
begin with an ordinary question: “What is God
doing?” This is the everyday, ordinary theolo-
gian’s question. It’s the question of a believer.
It’s a question found on the lips of the young
and the old and all those in between. It is our
question as a congregation. We are God’s be-
loved people who have been formed to think
theologically about how to be God’s church to-
day.

As you begin to hone your thinking-theological
skills, I set before you The Apostle’s Prayer
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written by Paul to the early Christians in Ephe-
sians. Paul wrote this prayer for them as they
considered how they might organize themselves
as the people of God in a changing world. I in-
vite you into this prayer. Pray it. Sit with it.
Ponder it. Then, begin with the theologian’s
question: “What is God doing in this prayer?”

Living into God’s grace set before us....
Anne

N.B. Two questions that follow the theologian’s

questions:

1. What is God doing in my life?

2. What is God doing in the life of House of
Prayer?

Enjoy hearing the answers from the Holy Spirit!
Ephesians 3: 14 - 21 ~ The Apostle’s Prayer

“For this reason I bow my knees before the Fa-
ther, from whom every family in heaven and on

earth takes its name. I pray that, according to the

riches of his glory, he may grant that you may be
strengthened in your inner being with power
through his Spirit, and that Christ may dwell in

your hearts through faith, as you are being rooted

and grounded in love. I pray that you may have
the power to comprehend, with all the saints,
what is the breadth and length and height and
depth, and to know the love of Christ that sur-

passes knowledge, so that you may be filled with

all the fullness of God. Now to him who by the
power at work within us is able to accomplish
abundantly far more than all we can ask or imag-
ine, to him be glory in the church and in Christ
Jesus to all generations, forever and ever.
Amen.”

Ministry Teams

ADULT EDUCATON TEAM

What: Wednesday Evening Adult Bible Study
Series

When: Wednesday Evenings from 6:45 to 8:00
p.m.

Where: House of Prayer Lutheran Church
Who: All are invited

You are invited to attend the Wednesday Adult
Bible Study Series. The next series takes a
close look at the people of the Bible and their
lives of faith and the communities where they
experienced God’s promises of life abundant.
The series is called Covenant Communities.

The first class begins September 9, 2009.

Here are the subjects to be studied in the up-
coming series:

1. Joshua: A Leader for the People (Joshua 1)
Gideon: A Deliverer for the People (Judges
6-38)

Ezra: A Priest for the People (Ezra 9)
Nehemiah: A Motivator for the People
(Nehemiah 2)

Looking for Jesus (Mark 1: 35 - 45)
Recognizing Jesus (Mark 5: 1 - 20)
Begging to Get In (Mark 7: 24 - 30)

Opting Out! (Mark 10: 17 - 31)

9. A Holy People (1 Peter 1)

10. A Chosen People (1 Peter 2: 1 - 17)

11. A Suftfering People (1 Peter 4)

12. A Faithful People (2 Peter 1: 3 - 15)

13. A Hopeful People (2 Peter 3)
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Cost for the participant book is $3.75.

Cost of the detailed leader guide is $6.25.
Contact Karen Steenson for ordering details.

A sign-up sheet is available at the Information
Desk.

OUTREACH MINISTRY TEAM
VEAP BACK-TO-SCHOOL PROGRAM

Our neighborhood children deserve the oppor-
tunity to start the school year with the basic
tools for a good education. VEAP’s Back-To-
School Program provides every child with a
bag of school supplies, plus a backpack filled
with school supplies. Our statistics show that
the need for this program is growing every
year.



Make a real difference in a child’s education by
donating school supplies or sponsoring a child
with donated dollars ($35 is the suggested
amount). All donated items must be new.
Health regulations prevent the distribution of
used items.

Back-to-school wish list:

Backpacks*

Pencil pouches*

Wide/college loose leaf paper*
Wide/college spiral notebooks*
#2 pencils

Blunt/sharp scissors

Packages of blue/black pens
Colored pencils*

Markers

Two-pocket folders
Highlighters*

*Most-needed items

SUNDAY MORNING SPARK

This fall, Sunday School is getting a makeover!
Sunday Morning SPARK is a high-energy, rota-
tion model of Sunday School where kids experi-
ence Bible stories in a different way each week
through cooking, computer lab, drama, art, music,
Bible skills and games, video, and science.

You can help! Volunteer to be a station leader or
a shepherd. You can commit to as little as two
weeks or as much as a whole year.

One of our goals with SPARK is to get a Bible in
the hands of every student. Our third graders get a
Bible every year, but we would like to give them
to younger kids as well. The SPARK Picture Bi-
ble is a wonderful, colorful Bible that gives child-
friendly versions of beloved Bible stories. Please
consider sponsoring a Bible for only $15. Contact
Kristin Tranby if you’re interested in this opportu-
nity. Stop by the Information Desk to get a pre-
view of the SPARK Picture Bible.

Find out more about SPARK at an informational
meeting in the Parish Hall on August 27 at 6:00
p.m.

THRIVENT FINANCIAL
INFORMATIONAL WORKSHOP

Chris Larson, a managing partner with Thrivent
Financial for Lutherans, will lead a free informa-
tional workshop about the economy and the current
state of the financial markets. Identical workshops
will take place from 7 to 8:30 p.m., Thursday, Au-
gust 6, at Bethlehem Lutheran Church, 4100 Lyn-
dale Avenue South in Minneapolis, and also on
Tuesday, August 11, at Berea Lutheran Church,
7538 Emerson Avenue South, Richfield.

During the workshops, Mr. Larson will provide
updates on important economic and investment
news, strategies for coping with market and eco-
nomic conditions, and perspectives on the markets
and suggested actions.

“People have many questions about where to turn,
given today’s economic conditions,” said Charles
Crowley of the Central Minneapolis Chapter of
Thrivent Financial, the organization that is spon-
soring these events. “We believe that this seminar
will answer many common questions and provide
other useful insights.”

Because seating is limited for this event, interested
individuals are asked to register to reserve a place.
For the Bethlehem workshop, register at
www.bethlehemluth.eventbrite.com, and for the
Berea workshop, register at
www.berea.eventbrite.com. Dessert and other re-
freshments will be served.

About Thrivent Financial for Lutherans

Thrivent Financial for Lutherans is a Fortune 500
financial services membership organization help-
ing approximately 2.6 million members achieve
their financial goals and give back to their commu-
nities. Thrivent Financial and its affiliates offer a
broad range of financial products and services, in-
cluding life insurance, annuities, mutual funds, dis-
ability income insurance, bank products, and more.
As a not-for-profit organization, Thrivent Financial
sponsors national outreach programs and activities
that support congregations, schools, charitable or-
ganizations and individuals in need. For more in-
formation, visit www.thrivent.com.

Contact: Bill Fredell at bill.fredell@thrivent.com
or by phone at 763-746-3152.




Reflections
| and Directions

'~ I’m not sure what to write
:ﬂ: about this month, so I’'m
o just going to hit the keys
until something comes out
from the heart.

These last few weeks have
been full: four funerals,
lots of extra meetings, the annual meeting and
congregational picnic, some new folk in leader-
ship positions, some major staff changes, some
added counseling, and the list goes on; nothing
out of the ordinary, just the normal busyness. It’s
made me a little dry spiritually but really focused.

My friend, Pastor Heather Hammond, was our
guest preacher yesterday (July 19). She was talk-
ing to us about rest and awareness. Focus is
something I do well in life. When I get on task,
then interruptions pay a price. I get startled and
maybe get snappy for a minute or two. When |
have a lot on my plate, I simply go from one in-
tense process or project to another without break-
ing stride with a kind of tunnel vision, sometimes
missing lunch or dinner and maybe the niceties of
life around me.

Intensity, deep focus, and a deep compassion for
others usually are the tools I rely on to do my best
work, but they have some drawbacks. So, back to
Heather. She reminded us that we are called to an
important work......... being the disciples of the
living God as we see that in Jesus. As I said, im-
portant work, important enough for me to dedicate
the last 40 or so years to it. All of us as Jesus’
disciples have had this as a deep draw as we try to
follow where Jesus leads. However, she also re-
minded us that, since we are loved uncondition-
ally, we could possibly follow Jesus’ lead fully as
we go into this kind of life. Jesus, being aware of
His connection to God (being one with God),
could take time to rest and be renewed........ in
other words, take time to enjoy all of what God
created, not just the work. I can imagine Jesus as
He played...... doing it just as intensely and fully
as He worked.

Now you might think that, after being a spiritual
director for more than a quarter century, I’d have
this down. But no, my nature is to be intense and
focused. That means I can get lost in my work and
not be aware of the playfulness that is in creation
all around me. So Heather’s sermon was another
in a series of wake-up calls to relax.......... have no
anxiety about anything, be thankful, speak my con-
cerns to God and find waiting the peace of God
that passes all understanding, find rest and renewal
and a more open joy about all of what is given to
us in creation.

No, her sermon wasn’t just for me........ but it hit
home!
So, stop and experience all that is...... all of us......

and “the word that is spoken by God will not come
back empty. It will simply accomplish all that God
purposes and prosper in what it was sent to do......

in its own time........ and we are that word spoken,
the purpose called into being, that prosperity ac-
complished......... and God saw all that is being

made, and, behold, it is very good.” So in work
and play we are called to pay attention and be

CHAIRPERSON NEEDED FOR
COMMUNICATIONS TEAM

The Communications Team needs a chairperson.
The team is looking for someone with a good un-
derstanding of communication technologies. Any-
one interested in considering this role or who has
questions about the functions of the team may con-
tact Sandra MacKenzie by e-mail at
simackenzie89(@msn.com or by phone at 952-881-
7992.

NIGHT TO UNITE AND
NATIONAL NIGHT OUT

On Tuesday, August 4, communities around the coun-
try will be participating in the fight against crime. The
evening is designed to promote unity within neighbor-
hoods and community partnerships. The cities of
Bloomington, Edina, and Richfield traditionally sup-
port VEAP through neighborhood drives on this eve-
ning. If your neighborhood is having a block party,
encourage your block captain to include VEAP in the
evening’s activities.




Children, Youth and Family
Ministry

Upcoming Youth Events
Children’s Ministry

August 11: Vacation Bible School Volunteer
Training

Crew leaders and station leaders are invited to
attend a training session for Crocodile Dock to
learn more about the fun that we will be having
during VBS!

August 17 through 21: Vacation Bible School
“Crocodile Dock”

See the article about VBS for more information.
It’s not too late to register!

August 28: CLICK is going to the Saints
game! Tickets are only $5! Please RSVP to
Kristin by August 23 so we can order enough
tickets. Friends and family of third to fifth grad-
ers are invited!

Youth Ministry

July 31-August 10: Senior High Mission Trip
to San Francisco

Thank you to everyone who signed up to be a
prayer partner for the senior high mission trip!
Even if you haven’t signed up, please keep the
youth and adults in your prayers as they journey
across the country to shine God’s light and love
in San Francisco!

August 14: Junior High Lock-In at Church
A lock-in for all incoming sixth to eighth grad-
ers! We’ll watch movies, eat food, play games,
and stay up as long as we possibly can! RSVP
by August 10.

Although I'm sad to see summer go, I’'m excited
to be “back in the swing of things” at House of
Prayer! Enjoy August, and remember that Rally
Sunday is September 13!

Blessings,
Kristin Tranby

The Heritage Team Remembers

50 Years Ago. Mrs. Gene Heglund began as
director for the Senior and Chancel choirs and
Miss Joan Stricklund began as director of the
Carol and Cherub choirs filling the vacancies
left by Mrs. Carl Manfred and Mr. Dayle Erick-
son. Mr. Dayle Erickson had been the Chancel
Choir Director and had organized the Confirma-
tion Choir. Miss Stricklund had been a member
of the Senior Choir and had directed the Motion
Choir for a year. (From Hi-Lines, August 12,
1959.)

45 Years Ago. Mrs. Howard Palm resigned as
Director of Education after eight years with the
Sunday School program. (From Worship Ser-
vice bulletin, August 23, 1964.)

25 Years Ago. This quote by Albert Einstein
appeared in the Hi-Lines, August 28, 1984:

“A hundred times every day I remind myself
that my life depends on the labors of other peo-
ple, living and dead, and that [ must exert my-
self in order to give in the measure as | have
received and am still receiving.”

20 Years Ago. Louise Bernatz was to celebrate
her 109" birthday on August 9. She was a re-
cent new House of Prayer member and the
mother of Mrs. Maurie (Ruth) Hagen. (From
Hi-Lines, August 1, 1989.)

15 Years Ago. Preparations were underway for
the September 18 “Taste of House of Prayer”
with many of the church groups, coordinated by
treasurer Steve Barnes, preparing to serve a va-
riety of foods from booths. (From Worship Ser-
vice bulletin, August 28, 1994.)

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

The Budget and Finance Team is looking for
volunteers this fall to help with the annual finan-
cial audit. This would be a one-time commit-
ment of three to four hours on a Saturday.
Please contact Judy Erickson, chair, at 952-835-
2069 if you are willing to help.




Music Department Notes

FEEDBACK WELCOME

Our worship life at House of Prayer is a living
organism, ever evolving, always striving to best
meet the needs of our worshipping community.
As part of continuing efforts to do just that, those
of us who are regularly involved in worship plan-
ning are always looking for ways to improve and
energize our worship here. Everyone here has
likely noticed changes in worship over the last
couple of years, some subtle, others quite appar-
ent.

I have mentioned this in other contexts, but one
thing that makes House of Prayer such an exciting
place is the overall willingness of its members to
typically dive into new things and to “take risks”
in worship. Most of the feedback I receive re-
garding our worship is quite positive, and I appre-
ciate that very much. I am aware, however, that
not every person finds satisfaction in everything
we do in the context of every worship service.
This is only natural.

Occasionally, an individual will approach me or
another worship leader with “constructive criti-
cism,” something upon which I place enormous
value. Even if I might not necessarily agree with
that individual’s perspective on whatever issue is
in question, such concerns are brought up and ad-
dressed in planning meetings, as we continually
work to create meaningful worship for all.

What is more difficult to realize and more frustrat-
ing to attempt to respond to is when one of us
catches wind of dissatisfaction that is only in the
form of “murmurs” and hearsay. For example, it
might be a conversation that starts with, “I think
worship element X is OK, but I know of some
people who seem to have a problem with it.” 1
fully appreciate the feeling of wanting to be polite
or not overly confrontational; it’s not easy for eve-
ryone to voice even a small measure of displeas-
ure directly to another person. That being said,
we would like everyone to know that any and all
feedback is welcome and will not be taken per-
sonally. Any time a worshipper here feels some-
thing is lacking, inappropriate, just plain weird,
etc., our doors are always open for cooperative,

respectful dialogue. I feel I can speak for Pastor
Anne, Pastor Chuck, Jon Kietzer, and the Worship
Ministry Team leadership that any of us would be
more than happy to discuss any worship matter
about which you may have a concern. We can all
learn things from each other.

Happy worshipping!
Phil Mennicke

NEW MEMBERS WELCOME

The following individuals joined House of

Prayer on June 21. We are pleased to welcome
these new members to our House of Prayer com-
munity.

New members and Sponsors
Roger Johnson (Sponsor: Layton Hoof)
| -

Julie Casperson (Sponsor: Annette Bray)

Greg Haywood (Sponsor: Kurt Kern)

Heidi Hinz, pictured with fiancé Terry Flanagan
(Sponsors: Jesse and Angela Gardner

Rebecca Carlsten (Sponsor: Myrette Hornicke




CROCODILE DOCK VBS IS ALMOST
HERE!!!

August 17-21: 5:30 (dinner); 6:00 to 8:30 p.m.

o8 B Sing It’s not too late - regis-

ter now!!

The more kids, the

more fun! Register

¢ your kids, grandkids,
neighbors, friends,

relatives - and yourself!! We would love to

have more kids sign up!

e ONLINE at www.house-of-prayer.com/
education/childrensministry.html. Type this
web address in your web address window.
When the Children’s Ministry page appears,
scroll down the page until you come to
“Register online now.” Click on online.
Click on Participant Registration or Volun-
teer Registration to bring up the registration
form. Or --

e ON PAPER - Registration information
(registration form, T-shirt order form, and
brochure) was mailed in early June to the
homes of kids that have participated in the
past. More packets are available in the
church office and at the Information Desk.

Come To Leader Training

Calling all crew leaders, crew assistants, sta-
tion leaders and station

assistants! Come to a & ﬁ@
fun-filled night of VBS a7 )
training on Tuesday, g
August 11, from 6:00 to )

7:00 p.m. in the Parish

Hall. Please confirm

your attendance with Kristin Tranby by August
5.

VBS Starts Monday, August 17!

VBS participants and leaders, please come by

5:45 p.m. on Monday, August 17, to sign in at
the table in the Narthex. “Swamp Stomp” will

start promptly at 6:00
p.m. Family dinners will
be served Monday
through Friday from 5:30
to 6:00 p.m. in the Fel-
lowship Hall. The menus
are kid-friendly, and the cost is low. Donate
what you can ($3 per person per night is sug-
gested).

“Snack Shack” - VBS Family Dinner Menu:

Monday: Spaghetti/meatballs; garlic toast
Tuesday: Mac & cheese; hot dogs
Wednesday: Walking tacos

Thursday: Chicken strips; French fries
Friday: Pizza

Each evening, salad, fruit and dessert will be
served in addition to the entrée, plus milk, wa-
ter, and juice.

Buy Your Crocodile Dock CDs Now!

Crocodile Dock CDs are
available for purchase for
™ $5 at the Information

b Desk on Sunday mornings
beginning August 2. They
will also be for sale each
evening of VBS.

HELP FINANCIALLY!!

Catch a fish to support VBS. At $20 each, two
fish in the pail could send a child to Crocodile
Dock VBS for a week!! Your donations will
make free VBS possible
again this summer. Our goal
is to raise $2,000; we are
about two-thirds of the way
there! Drop a check in the
offering plate marked
“VBS,” or mail/drop it off in
the church office anytime.

For questions, contact the Crocodile Dock team:
Kristin Tranby, Stefanie Fiser, Carrie Brookins,
Heather Daggett, Cindy Jacobs, Laura Kasel,
Heidi Thomas, or Cara Wright.
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Milestones

WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES

Couples

Date

Kendall and Rita Bradford
Darroll and Caroline Brunner
Archie and Jean Caple

John and Nicole Higgins
Robert and Donna Jahnke
Louie and Gloria Larson
Lloyd and Ruth Mikkelson
Buzz and Shirley Moen
Verne and Ruth Nordholm
Stephen and Theresa Nygren
Paul and Mary Wenum

August 24, 1984
August 25, 1951
August 20, 1945
August 6, 1994
August 6, 1955
August 4, 1956
August 31, 1947
August 19, 1979
August 15, 1959
August 4, 1979
August 31, 1974

FUNERALS

Deceased Date Funeral
John Chlebecek June 28 July 2
Ardyn C. Saunders July 2 July 8
Richard Clay July 6 July 8

WEDDING
Craig Hatfield and Stephanie Sommers on June 27, 2009

BAPTISMS

Name: Brendan Wade Exe

Baptized: July 19, 2009

Parents: Eric and Michelle Exe

Sponsors: Jeannine Kasper, Tommy Potter, Joe Goggin,
Beth Tubbs

Name: Rennick Hagen Hendrickson

Baptized: July 19, 2009

Parents: Darby and Dana Hendrickson

Sponsors: Katie Risvold, Tracy Magnuson, Tara Cathcart

Name: Anne Marie O’Brien
Baptized: July 19, 2009
Sponsor: Patrick O’Brien




