HOUSE of PRAYER
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Mission Statement:
A community in God called to learn ~ grow ~ support

) energy, the ALL of work, the ALL of family,
Reflections the ALL in times of difficulty, the ALL of be-
and Directions i ng! |t 6s our focus on
and weariness of life that blocks us from experi-

I i All around me these days encing what IS of God.
s the wonder of creation

- and rebirth. Spring can
be a marvelous time to
witness the energy that is
constantly creating and
breathing new life into all
things. Lawrence Kushner makes this statement changed.

Our perception of how we think creation should

be often gets in the way of how creation is and
where we find God. It sure did for the folk of

Israel, and we are no different from them. It

was essentially their perception of God that
Being fnof o God

in a book I6m reading, that ALL is of God gave them the ability to or b\
God. ltis of God. There is only one player, learn and grow. When they forgot that, they
God . In the words of [Stuggled. rd
alone is God: There i s Mypointissimple: remembering inthe midst

of our lives that we are

My life is too full of the stresses of the world
lately; your lives are much the same. | preach
Aliving in balanceo wit
rest and play. But, despite my best efforts, it can
be elusive, this balance stuff. Myvisioncanbe Peaceéé Chuck
clouded by the | ist of roeni
The constant clamor of voices needing attention GOOD-bye from Lauraé.|
can make it hard to hear and the weariness
unable to be quenched |bSpmewdfyaugifnot mosp knew thatg ilj bels 3 y
again, | know I Odm not alqa\gr(ﬁ ouse of Prayer tcgpr%r_w fgr{hengﬁ;f us
have too much on our plates. my education in seminary.” This decision hgs
not come easy for me. | have long felt called

to experience in the world around us the won-
der, renewal, rebirth, hope, love, balance,
beauty, and rest. We are the beloved of God!

The passage from Deuteronomy and the quote | t 0 attend seminary, [but
from Kushner offer some comfort and a shifting rFr)1a d ?1 an g the ttW(t) r hk I (l)hv e d
of focus. It comes from the time of the 12 Tribes T\C\?rqecr:itiz\ée made me want 1o stay here in jhe

that become Israel as they journey in the wilder-
ness. It becomes the statement of their core fait

as they wander for 40 years, trying to put in the Mt. Airy community of Pennsylvania.

together their lives in the face of calamity. It I will work towards my Masters of Arts in

says ALL is of God! No quibbling; ALL is of Religion with a concentration in Christian
God. God is the ALL of creation, the ALL of Education and possible liturgical studies an

.Good-bye continued on page

| will attend the Lutheran Theological Semi-
nary at Philadelphia (LTSP), which is located
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Anneds walk with me: Carol Anondson, Darlene
Clausen, DeeDee Edlund, Phil Mennicke, and

Anecdotes Wayne Swenson. They provide me with honest

feedback and reflection on our life together.

Dear Friends,
The goal of this degree program is twofold.

Many of you have The first goal is for me as a pastoral leader to
sked lately how develop new skills to lead the church in a time

my schooling is of renewal and change as we experience the

going. The answer: expansion of our world into a global society.

very well! Around the first of May one year ago ~ The second goal is connected to the congrega-

| received confirmation that | had been accepted tion. Because the church is in a time of change,

into the Doctor of Ministry in Congregational new questions and practices are raised and

Mission and Leadership Program at Luther devel oped as we hear and
SeminaryThis May | celebrate the completion of ~ us as the church. In a manner of speaking, the

the first year of classes. The past year has been an main purpose of becoming a missional leader
exciting year of learning, reading, reflection, and  and a missional church is to ask the following

di aloguing about Godo6s questions: 2 as
the ones called to do Ce. WhatisGoddoingamong us? rands
e What does God want wus t

The Doctor of Ministry degree is aygar long
program with two classes per year during the
first four years. Year 5 is a bit different because
it is the year | will write and defend my thesis.
There are two courses in each year. One course

in the world?

What is God doing in my life and in the life

of my congregation so t
work with my hands?

runs from April to September, and the second I n the past, fAmissiono w
class runs from October to March. During each  done by the church just as we do VEAP,

of the sixmonth classes | read approximately Simple Suppers, Bible Studies, etc. The under-

2,500 to 3, 000 pages focusing on the literature  standing of the missional church is that the

about the church, biblical reflection, theology, very nature of the church is to be missionary.

leadership, and the study of mission. Each course This is a big shift. It means that the leadership
includes conversations with ten other students of the church, those who serve on teams, and

and two professors through written reflections each of us who worship and call House of
and postings on our course website. Much of our Prayer ours, are empowered by God the Spirit
work is done online. In addition, there are to ask the question: A W

numerous papers to write. Some of them aée 5 will be a new question for many of us. It will
pages in length. Others are 8 pages long. Each  challenge us, convict us, and care of us as we
class concludes with a major project in the form  engage in conversation with the question and

of a PowerPoint presentation or a@&ge paper. di scern the answer. So,
a team meeting, a sermon, a prayer, or in a

The first course | took was called Integration of causal encounter, I ask

Theology and Theological Education. Thecoursel t o at House of Prayer?0o

just finished was called Pastoral Identity, Leadership, God asking us to do?o0

and Spiritual Life. Because this is a degree program o KEEIHX

to be done within the congregation, much of my One of the most powerful projects | had to

writing reflects our | i completeas partof my8ge life map about pe op

requirement of the program is that | work with a my pastoral identity, leadership, and spiritual

group of parishioners who are called joyrney life was to write a purpose statement for me

team These are the peopldno have agreed to and my ministry and a vision statement.

Continued on page 5



Adult Education Ministry Children, Youth and Family
Ministry

Sunday morning adult education forums are
drawing to a close. Thank you to all who A Multitude of Milestones
participated in them and led various events. We
will return in the fall. If you have a request or
idea for a program, please let Pastor Anne or a
member of the team know. Team members are
Jeanne Lindstrom, Sandy Hatfield, Ellen Thomp-
son, Jean Robbins, and Karen Steenson.

In the | ast two months, w
stones for over 40 youth! Congratulations to our

First Communion students, our eighth grade
Confirmation students, the ninth and tenth grade
Behind the Wheel participants, and our high

school graduating seniors!

These are our last two events: First Communion students who received First

Communion on April 1 include: Erik Anderson,
Gabriella Anderson, Joshua Anderson, Katie
Craft, Nathan Daggett, Nathaniel Hyde, Julia
Jacobs, Jordan Kiehl, Cassidy Lemieux, Amanda
Poehler, Taylor Tilbury, Coral VanMuyden, and

May 2: Gustavus Adolphus
geography professor Dr.
Mark Bjelland will speak on
Water, Justice and Conflict.
On a WCCO radio interview,

Dr. Bjelland made this state- ) Caity Wright.
ment, AThe next war Wil dade chfimedich dibls whgsE O !
but rather over water. o . HiI S PR S anti Doved Ak wat e
: L confirmed on April'25: Elizabeth’Doyle, Allyssa
as a human right and water scarcity in North : .
) . . Hyde, Brooke Kiehl, Joey Langford, Alissa Lar-
America and developing countries. What we take . . .
o ) . son, Kaitlyn Ludvigson, Grant Newkirk, Brett
for granted in Minnesota is scarce in other parts . :
Olsen, Jessica Tilbury, and Blake Wengenroth.
of the country and world.
May 9: We will celebrate CL!CK will be.gomg to Feed My S.tarvmg
N Children on Friday, May 7, from 5:30:30 p.m.
Mot her 6s Day with enter~-
tainment, speaal food, Sunday School Closing / VBS KickOff
and a surprise.
: May 16 will he |
Both events begin at 9:15 ay 16 will be the last day
am. in the Parish Hall of Sunday School and the
o ' first day of our VBS Kick
Off! Help us kick off this
year 6s Vacati bl e
School themeHigh Seas <~
The Wednesday evening Bible studies will also  Agyenture: Exploring the i
conclude in May with a study of the book of Mighty Love of GodStarting on May 16, you
Acts on May 5, 12 and 19. Simple Suppers will - 5 p register your kids g
not be served in May, and the Bible study will kids for VBS! Stop by the display in the Narthex
begin at 6:30 p.m. and help us fill up our Treasure Chest! $40 will

sponsor one child for a whole week of fabulous
crafts, songs, games, Bible stories, hilarious
Chadder videos, and relationships that will last
a lifetime! We set sail on the high seas from
August 16 to 20. Ahoy, matey!

Continued on next page



4
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| would like to thank our Assistant Director of
Youth and Family Ministry, Laura Gorton, for

God Squadwill be held every Wednesday in the
month of May. We will meet from 6:30 to 8:00

her time at House of Prayer. Laura will begin her p.m. to hang out, play games)d do some Bible

own milestone this fall as she goes to seminary
in Philadelphia, and her last day at House of
Prayer will be June 1. The youth and families at

House of Prayer wish her the best and invite you

to honor her in worship on May 23.

Blessings!
Kristin Tranby

Senior High Ministry

Youth Lunch: On Sunday, May Jpin us

for lunch and fellowship after the 10:30 a.m.
service. Please bring money to cover the cost
of lunch ($10).

Simpson Shelter:The senior high youth will be
serving dinner to the people at Simpson Shelter
on Tuesday, May 11We'll meet at House of
Prayer at 5:30 p.nto head over as a groufgVe

will be back to church by 8:45 p.nkRlease let
me know by Sunday, May 9, if you plan to come.
Behind the Wheel
Dinner and
Discussion:
All ninth and tenth
b 4 graders and their
parents are invited
toattend hi s vy
Behind the Wheel Milestone Dinner and Discus-
sion RSVP by Sunday, May 9 for a pizza dinner
(to begin at 6:30 p.m.), followed by discussions
between parents and youth aboutithportance
of being responsible while drivinglhe discussion
should be wrapped up by 8:30 p.fspecial mile-
stone will be presented to all youth that attend on
Sunday, May 23, during the 10:30 a.m. service.

Milestone Sunday:We will be celebrating many
milestones on Sunday, May 2B addition to

the Behind the Wheel discussion participants
who will receive a key chain, seniors will
receive their blessing blankets during the 10:30
a.m. |service on Sunday, May 28s this will

also be my last Sunday at House of Prayer, | wil
be saying farewell during this service as well.

study and discussionThe final God Squad of
theschool year will be May 26.

Laura Gorton

Music Department Notes

YOUR CHANCE TO SHINE!

Summer is soon approaching, and the regular
House of Prayer musical ensembles will be taking
a welldeserved break from their usual rehearsals
and appearances in worship. As has been the case
in years past, this creates wonderful opportunities
for anyone out there with a particular talent to
share that with our worshipping community. It
can be just about anythifigsinging, playing an
instruments, acting in a skit, reading poétry
whatever youbve got
mastered 12 different instrumengslaR a mo € ) .

Please be in touch with Phil Mennicke in the
House of Prayer office if you are interested in ex-
ploring this possibilityWe want you!!

3uhe®18 is the date
of the annual
House of Prayer
Celebration
Congregational
Meeting. This will be marked by one worshiy
service (at 10:00 a.m.). This year we are
thrilledtobeled by h e Hi ,qablue4 8 q|s
grass style band of great renown, complete
with fiddles, banjos and that tight@art har-
mony unique to this style.

—

= BLUEGRASS BAnp BN

For a sneak preview of the group, access thgir
website:http://www.thehigh48s.com

Come and enjoy, yoalfl,

T literally!

(1. e.


http://www.thehigh48s.com

Anne continued from page 1

| share them with you as an example of the

writing and the work that | have been doing. |

pray for you constantly that you and | will be
Spirittl ed t o answer the qu
doing at House of Pr ays
The following is a selection from my paper:
fiMaking of a Missional Leader: Invited into the
We of God to Lead from

Using the LifeKeys value clarification exercise, |

identified my core values as authenticity, fair-
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ness, competency, cooperation, tradition, learn-
ing, love, and variety. After a search on the Inter-
net for a complementary exercise, | found one
and increased my list of eight to ten by adding
happiness and friendship. That instrument, the
Core Values Assessment Matrix, provided a se-
lection process to whittle the list of ten to the top
four core values. The following emerged as my
core values: love, authenticity, learning, and co-
operation. | revisited the LifeKeys questions in
order to discern my ministry values that have
developed over the 17 years that | have been or-
dained. My core ministry values are leadership,
hospitality, seeing
teaching, and telling
gracious love. Since entering the Doctor of Min-
istry program, | have come to respect the attrib-
utes of the missional church, such as the under-
standing of thenissio Deiand of being Spirit

led. | want to continue to learn how to choose
life abundantly so that | can be a Spled, liv-

ing witness to the power of the Resurrection in
daily life.

My core life values of love, authenticity, learn-
ing, and cooperation intertwine with my pastoral
values. Therefore, | seek to live out my core
ministry and leadership values: partnership with
themissio Dej leadership, hospitality, seeing
Godds goodness in the
teaching Godds story
in the Crucified and Risen Jesus Christ. It is my
purpose in ministry to become a missional leader
who can cultivate a Spirlead congregation and
journey with them into an understanding of
AfGodbés promised and

of

preferred

the use of my Godgjiven gifts of teaching,
preaching, laughter, creativity, compassion and
the desire to empower others to be who God cre-
ated them to be.

| intend to live my life based on love rather than
fear. In the last year, | strongly believe the physi-
cal, emotional, and spiritual healing journeys that
| have undertaken have converged, allowing me
to live into the gifts God has given me. It is my
intent to thank God daily for the gift of abundant
life and love | experience through the love of my

G o dhiusbhand, friendsnamdstise faithnconimiorgty | baven e r
SHeen rcallegl 0 seavk. it is tny pEagedthas | cahbeo 1 y

authentic and accept those whom | encounter
with compassion. Each day | seek to find time to
read, knit, and share a meal with my husband
and to practice the presence of God through
prayer, biblical devotional reflection, and a con-
versation with a friend. | desire to deepen my
relationship with my stepdaughter, Katie, and
with our extended family.

| believe that the next chapter of ministry that
God appears to be leading me toward is to

celebrate freely my personal and professional
life. | trust that God will call me to be a solo or
lead missional pastor. If this does not occur, |

ottugt that |, will bepSeidtdéd iontoganother path.
As Godprepaednte tolb® avméssi@nal leaderte a |

is my intent to complete the learning process
prescribed by Luther Seminary so that | can earn
a Doctorate in Ministry in the area of
Congregational Mission and Leadership.
futursmmoee t hrough
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GoodBye continued frtom page 1
urban ministry emphasis. | begin my studies in

The Heritage Team Remembers

August, but my last day at House of Prayer will
be May 31.

My exit from House of Prayer is bittersweet.

| 6m excited and happy
attend seminary, move across the country, and
start a whole new adventure, but | am saddened
to |l eave the friends |
than | thought to leave you to move onto my
next journey in life. House of Prayer has
changed me and the way | see ministry. | was a
long-time leader of my own youth group in jun-
ior high and high school, spent my summers
working at a Lutheran Bible camp, and for
YouthWorks in New York. But none of that
compares to being the Assistant Director of
Youth and Family Ministries. This position has
strengthened my desire to serve God through
ministry, taught me about the ins and outs of
youth ministry, and has helped connect me to a
diverse community of faith that is found at
House of Prayer. | am forever changed in the
way | approach ministry.

As | move on to new things and a journey in
seminary, | will remember my time here. | will
remember the new fundr
(l'i ke the Valentineods
and events, and the various outings to Dairy
Queen on warm spring and summer evenings.

| 61 | al ways cherish th
know, our time on the San Francisco mission
trip, the challenges
of House of Prayer, an

| pray that House of Prayer continues to thrive
and grow throughout its year of transformational
ministry. I 61 |
family program, especially the senior high pro-
gram. You have all touched my heart in so many
ways that words cannot express.

My last Sunday at House of Prayer will be May The motif is meant to accentuate the altar. Since
23. ltis a Milestone Sunday for ninth and tenth the altar in the church symbolizes the presence of

grade Behind the Wheel, as well as for seniors
who are moving on to new and exciting things in
the fall. I will be saying my farewell to the con-
gregation during the 10:30 a.m. service. May
God continue to bless you and may you continue
to know the peace that God gives you all.

Best Wishes,
Laura Gorton

55 Years Ago . Construction Has Begun on the
New Church The dirt was really flying at our
new church site. Already footings have been
poured, and the foundation is under way. To re-

veal the rapid progress made in the last week: on

May 1, we broke ground; on May 2, we signed
the contracts with the construction firms, and on
May 3, construction began. May our daily
prayers accompany the building of our new
church, for we remember the words of the Scrip-
ture: AExcept the Lord
bor in vain who buil d
(From Hi-Lines, May 10, 1955.)

50 Years Ago . Pastor Chalstrom accepted the
call to become Associate Pastor at House of
Prayer. Pastor Chalstrom will begin his ministry
with us during the month of July{(From Hi-

Lines; May 4, 1960.)

40 Years Ago . Pastor John Chell accepted our
call, and his letter of acceptance indicates a be-
ginning date of July 1. Content of the letter
reads [in part]: il
ment about the prospects of an effective team
ministry in your challenging church and commu-
nity. The church of today needs to become in-
volved in evemew and changing ministries. |
sense the desire among the leaders of House of

tasks that God wishes accomplished in the
1 9 7 QFamdi Lines; May 6, 1970.)

40 Years Ago . Dedication of Eternal Light Art

son, of our congregation, for the beautiful art
form he constructed to accompany our Eternal
Light that hangs over the corner of the chancel.

God, the Eternal Light in the Chancel helps
defi ne Godods pfaliaglight c e
The metal in the art form was hammered into
shape in Donos
chunks of colored glass. Don has also been
responsible for designing our symbolism on the
altar and pulpicloths and headed the committee

a,c
ed

t o

wor kshop

hart

bu
t

c

cont i NForm We are grateful to artist Donald Daniel© U t h
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e

€

| Prayer to experimentally move forward inthe ¢ g gt j
ade.
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in charge of installing our churddass nave e Install railing along south sidewalk.
windows.(From Hi-Lines; May 6, 1970.) « Complete Replacement of the Narthex
roor tile

40 YearsAgo. A peti ti on in s pp

Amendment to End the ar®o

our church office and is available for signatures.

It comes with the endorsement of tBeard of This is the recommendation to the Church
Directors of the Minnesota Council of Board on May 1, 1980. Virgil Jelsma, chair-

@ ChurchesAmendment 609, sponsored man of the LongRange Planning Committee,

Cﬂ“ﬁug'“g &‘eépgoﬁ 'onﬂ%rm PEORerty n

and plant improvements.

by McGovern and Hatfield, calls foran  reported that the committee will continue to

orderly withdrawal of all U.S. forces pursue longerm goals with respect to plant

from Vietnam by June 30, 1971. and property modernization and major
(From Hi-Lines; May 20, 1970.) construction(From Hi-Lines; May 8, 1980

40 Years Ago . Remember the sons of our 30 Years Ago . Seminarian BillPatterson,
congregation prepar i ng fofmerty onourHeusef Prager stkaff, avitl be
schools of theological education. Randy Olson  ordained on Sunday, June 8, in Christ Chapel
has just graduated and is looking forward to a at Gustavus Adolphus College, St. Peter.

call to a congregation and subsequent ordination Pastor Chell will be his ordination sponsor.

in our church., Those who are still in school are: (From Hi-Lines; May 29, 1980.)

« Tom Robison, intern year at Philadelphia;

10 Years Ago. House of Prayer launches
e Gregg Palm, second year at Luther;

search for Lead Custodian. Steve Nelson, our

 Roger Ausfinal year at Yale Divinity lead custodian since last October, recently left
School working on his doctorate in theology;  the House of Prayer staff to pursue his dream

« Wes Syverson, first year at Northwestern,and of Al i vi ng at the | ake. o

« Robert Nerhus, first year at Luther. hard at work searching for a new lead custo-

(From Hi-Lines; May 27, 1970.) dian. If you are interested, or know someone
who is, please contact Pastor McKinley or

35 Years Ago. The forty Barbara Helm.(From Hi-Lines; May 2000.)

voice Hawaii Youth Chorale ﬁ“g’%{ "’%”@%
under the direction of Roy L kfé ﬁ“@%&% 5 Years Ago. Early Morning Musings We
Hallman, will sing a D\;ﬁ% Tole are delighted to be able to report that, during
Polynesian concert at House the summer, Erinn Danielson will be our in-
of Prayer Church, June 17. In the concert, terim youth director.(From Worship Service
Hawaiian music will be traced from the blowing bulletin; May 15, 2005.)

of the ceremonial conch shells and the ancient

5 Years Ago. Thanks to all who have do-
Chant of Welcome to the lovely songs and hula .
of today. (From HiLines: Mayy7 19975) nated to the Refrigeratdireezer Fund. We

have received $1,400. The Fall Fair Festival
30 Years Ago. In keeping with the resolution has donated $2,900. Cost of the two appli-
of the January 21, 1980, Annual Meeting, the ances is $5,700 plus. This includes delivery,
Long Range Planning Committee recommends  set up and removal. Still needed is $1,400

that House of Prayer obtain lotgrm financing plus. Anyone who would like to make a do-
for the following items: nation may call David Henrickson or Vicky
 Repair/replace roof. Ware for further information. Rrom Worship

. Repair heating system. Service Bulletin; May 15, 2005.)

e Resurface parking lot.
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Milestones

WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES

Couples Date
Arthur and Joyce Koch May 15, 1948

Donald and Elaine Gerk  May 21, 1949
Floyd and Dorothy PetersoMay 1, 1951
Dale and Lorraine SwansorMay 2, 1953
Merle and Dianne Root  May 10, 1958
Jeff and Marguerite Thiele May 29, 1965
Thomas and Ann Haffely May 30, 1970
Robert and Maxine Dahl May 3, 1975
Troy and Shari Shilson May 20, 1995

BAPTISMS

Brady John Burt
Parents: John and Kari Ann Burt
Sponsors:Whole Family
Date: April 3, 2010

Ethan Paul Markes
Parents: Jeff and Susan Markes
Sponsors:Jill Murphy, Karin Harrison.
Date: April 18, 2010




