HOUSE of PRAYER
Hi-Lines June 2008

Mission Statement:
A community in God called to learn ~ grow ~ support

June at House of Prayer

Sunday, June 8: one service (10:00 a.m.) - Barbary
Coast Banjo Brass followed by annual meeting and
congregational picnic. Chicken breasts, beans and
the great trimmings Joe puts out! Enjoy eating in or
out. Suggested free will offering: $5.

Reflections

| and Directions
-
I"* We are coming close to
l"_, the end of our fiscal year,
| which is June 30. We
start a new Budget and

Program Year on July 1.
A couple of reminders:

If you are behind with your contributions for the
2007/2008 budget, I’d encourage you to get
caught up. It will help us end the year in the
“black.” A good thing!

If you have not decided on a pledge or gift for
the 2008/2009 budget, I’d encourage you to
do that. Our budget is based on your gener-
osity as a community.

June 8 is a special day. The Barbary Coast Dixie
Land Show Band will be providing us with
special and lively music at the service. We
have one service at 10 a.m. on June 8, fol-
lowed by our annual meeting and a congre-
gational picnic.

We are looking with excitement to the new Pro-
gram Year; the ministry teams have wonder-
ful ideas and plans for us. Make sure you
take advantage of the many opportunities to
be a part of our ministry to others and within
our community of faith.

Remember, the promise is that “God is always
with us.” That is huge for us as individuals
and huge for the communities that encircle
our congregation. We have been called on
to be disciples of that God, in the image
and example of Jesus. That means living
from the place where we know that we are
never alone, always loved, centered in com-
passion, grounded in strength and peace, a
peace that the world can never provide.
That’s something we can count on!

May the partnership that House of Prayer is be
strengthened in this coming year. May we live
God’s Call for us to Learn more about our-
selves and the community around us. May we
Grow in the depth of our faith and knowledge.
May we learn new ways of being Supported by
God and in turn be more Supporting of each
other and the community around us.

Peace............. Chuck

BUY A BEAKER to Support VBS!

VBS is back and better

than ever! Power Lab is
fizzing with fun for kids,

teens and adults of HOP. *© TI
We need your monetary 1"
support to make it happen!

You can help by buying a beaker for $20 each.
Watch the beaker bubble in the Narthex as we
reach our $2,000 goal!

Buy 2 beakers to send a kid to VBS!

Place your donations in the offering plate
(marked VBS in the memo) or mail/drop them
off in Kristin Tranby’s box in the Church Of-
fice anytime. Please help us continue to offer
VBS as a free program! Thanks.

(




OUTREACH MINISTRY TEAM

VEAP UPDATE for APRIL/MAY 2008

Let me start by thanking you for all you do for
VEAP! You are a priceless group, excited and
dedicated to helping those in need. Your efforts
for the March Minnesota FoodShare Month were
once again outstanding.

We are approaching a busy summer and looking
forward to some new volunteer opportunities and
some anticipated record-breaking service num-
bers!

Statistics:

The VEAP Transportation Program has accepted
80 new riders in the past six months! Riders in
the VEAP Transportation Program are eligible to
use the program three times a week. There are
currently 251 clients using the program.

A VEAP Client Story:

A Bloomington family had a disconnect notice;
they owed $460 to gas company. The gas com-
pany wanted half of the total amount owed in
order to make a payment arrangement. VEAP
helped with a partial payment on the bill so that
the customer could set up affordable arrange-
ments that fit in the family’s budget. VEAP also
assisted the family with food two times a month
to ensure the family could keep the payment plan
they made.

Thank you for participating in another successful
Minnesota FoodShare month! This March, we
received 18,144 pounds of food from member
churches. Thank you for all your hard work in
making this a success! Because of all your ef-
forts, the over 4,000 individuals VEAP serves
each month will continue to receive life-
sustaining food and other services. We appreci-
ate everything that you do!

Please consider additional food and fund drives
over the summer months, as demand for our ser-
vices continue to rise. In the month of March,
we served 4,397 individuals in our food pantry,
which is the largest number we have ever

seen. Thank you for all your support!

Nathan Rust, Food Program Manager
Volunteers Enlisted to Assist People

EVANGELISM MINISTRY TEAM

Mark this date on your calendar: June 29. It is
Church and Chat Sunday Please be sure to attend
worship service. This is a special time to learn
more about your fellow members. Breakfast in-
cluded! More information about this event is
posted on our House of Prayer web site.

WORSHIP MINISTRY TEAM

A big thank-you goes to Steve Sather, who has
stepped forward to take over the head usher posi-
tion. If you are interested in becoming a part of
the Usher Team, give Steve a call. He is always
looking for ushers for both services as well as
special services. The Worship Ministry Team
(WMT) is looking at recruiting families for ush-
ering. Watch for more information about
signing up to usher as a family, or call Steve
Sather.

There will also be opportunities for you to sign
up as families to serve communion and to lector.

WMT is looking for people who are interested in
being a part of the Worship Ministry Team. If
you enjoy worship and have new and creative
ideas about how we can make worship at House
of Prayer the best it can be, call Linda Lund or
Gretchen Swenson.

WMT is working with the Education Ministry
Team and the Youth and Family Ministry Team
to determine what will be the best worship
schedule for fall. Watch for more information
on this.

Stewardship Art

This fourth piece of
stewardship and mis-
sion artwork was un-
veiled between ser-
vices on Sunday, April
27th. Laurel Kassel
interpreted the Called
to Support portion of
House of Prayer’s Mission Statement.

All four pieces of artwork are on display in the
Narthex. The other three were unveiled in time
to be featured in the May issue of Hi-Lines.



VACATION BIBLESCHOOLPOWER-

LAB!! ....Discovering Jesus’ Miraculous Power!!

SIGN UP Now!!!! August 11-15, 5:30 to 8:30
p.m. (Dinner from 5:30 to 6:00 p.m.)

Power Lab is fizzing with fun for kids, teenagers and
adults of House of Prayer (HOP). Everyone involved
in this Vacation Bible School (VBS) will explore
God’s word in exciting, fun-filled, sometimes a little
messy and explosive ways!!

Sign Up Now! Check out the VBS link at the HOP
website for program information and on-line registra-
tion at http://www.house-of-prayer.com/education/
childrensministry.html. In June, registration materials
will also be mailed to the homes of all kids that at-
tended Sunday School or
participated in VBS last L @
year. Brochures are avail- P, b :
able for pick up at the infor- g " _'“-f'-“wen_;‘-
mation desk. Free registra- A
tion is open until July 13. A
$20 fee will be charged per O
child if received after July 13.

Sign up your kids, grandkids, neighbors, friends,
relatives — AND yourself!!

Kids aged 3 up to those entering kindergarten in fall
’09 will have a blast in “Squeaky Beaker’s” Pre-
school program! Squeaky Beaker’s Preschool
will run from 6:00-7:30 p.m. with optional play/
snack time to 8:30 p.m. Parents of children en-
tering kindergarten can choose to enroll their
child in Squeaky Beaker’s Preschool program or
the elementary age Power Lab Program.

Kids entering first through fourth grade in fall *09
will have a mind-blowing experience in Power

Lab!

Youth entering fifth grade through
high school will be explosive lab
crew leaders and assistants!

Adults will experience “super powers” as lab station
and crew leaders! This program is so awesome
because the energy of HOP volunteers is conta-
gious. Volunteer! You’ll get as much from it (if
not more) than the kids will!!

Help Financially! Please support our awesome
VBS program by purchasing a bubblin’ beaker with a
$20 donation for each beaker! Two bubblin’ beakers
will cover the cost of one child’s VBS attendance.
Sponsor a whole lab!! Your donations will make free
VBS possible again this summer. Our goal is to raise
$2,000! Place your donations in the offering plate
(mark VBS in the memo), or mail/drop them off in
Kristin Tranby’s box in the church office anytime.

Kids aged 3 up to those entering kindergarten in fall
’09 will have a blast in “Squeaky Beaker’s” Pre-
school program! Squeaky Beaker’s Preschool
will run from 6:00-7:30 p.m. with optional play/
snack time to 8:30 p.m. Parents of children en-
tering kindergarten can choose to enroll their
child in Squeaky Beaker’s Preschool program or
the elementary age Power Lab Program.

Questions? Contact the Power Lab Team: Kiristin
Tranby, Heidi Thomas, Cara Wright, Cindy Jacobs,
Sheila Anderson, or Andrea Michalek

Meet the Bible Buddies! Here’s a quick intro to the friends that will light up the week!!

“I’'m Fizz!” “I’m Dewd!”

“I’m Sparki!”

G
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to be THANK- to HELP OTH-
FUL! ERS!

to be BRAVE!

“I’m Max!” “I’m Electra!”

to LIVE FOR-
EVER!

to TELL others about GOD!



Anne’s
Anecdotes

[Editor Note: Pastor
Anne has been gone
for two weeks—one
. for vacation, one for
iy continuing educa-
tion. Her column
will resume in July.]

SOCIAL SENIORS

The Social Seniors plan to attend the Northern
Winds Concert on Monday, June 9, starting at
7:15 p.m. at The Oaks/Pines (400 West 67th
Street). Bring your own chair. Following the
concert, we will go to the City Bella community
room (across the street on Lyndale) for pie and
coffee. Sign up at the Information Desk if you
plan to come for pie and coffee after the concert.
We will need to know how many pies to buy.
Donations to cover the cost of the treats are wel-
come. If you have any questions, contact Betty
Henrickson at 612- 866-8639, or Dorothy Bjur-
man at 612-866-5932.

The Social Seniors will enjoy a boat cruise on
the Mississippi and St. Croix rivers from Red
Wing to Hudson on Tuesday, July 29. We will
leave House of Prayer at noon and return about
6:00 p.m. Lunch will be served on the boat. If
you would like to join us on this cruise, sign up
at the Information Desk. The cost is $43.

Tape Ministry at House of Prayer

Did you know that since around 1960 the Tape
Ministry has sent tapes to an average of some 20
people who were unable to come to church to
participate in worship? In addition we have peo-
ple who take the tapes to the Towers on 77th and
Chicago, where a group of residents can enjoy
hearing our Sunday services.

We have five people that do the taping every
Sunday, either the 1st or 2nd service—depending
on what’s convenient for the volunteer. Current
but long term members of this team are Jim
Youngquist, Steve Johnson, Ron Anderson, Elyn
Kirchner and Chuck Hatfield.

Adult Education Ministry

YOGA

Yoga will continue this summer on these dates: May
14, 21, 28 and June 4, 11, and 18. We will meet from
6:00 to 7:00 p.m. The cost is $30 for 6 sessions.

GREEN TEAM

A “green team” has been organized at House of
Prayer. The team leader is Craig Hatfield. We will be
considering ways in which the congregation and indi-
viduals make informed decisions concerning their im-
pact on the environment. The next meeting is May 27
at 6:30 p.m. We invite you to attend and share your
ideas.

SIMPSON SHELTER

Many thanks are extended to all of you who have
made a contribution to Simpson Homeless Shel-
ter. These are ongoing summer needs for their
gardening project: hoes, rakes, shovels and
spades, hoses, seeds, starter plants and pots. On-
going needs are deodorant, men’s and women’s
socks and underwear, earplugs, Q-tips, cleaning
supplies, diapers, towels, sheets and blankets, and
kitchen items to set up a new kitchen. Please
bring the donations to the church marked
“Simpson Shelter.” If you include your name and
address on the item(s), we can get you a receipt
for tax purposes.

SUNDAY ADULT EDUCATION

We will return in the fall with several new offerings.
Watch the Hi-Lines and the church website for future
schedule announcements.

A large number of
family and friends
spent a Saturday af-
ternoon (May 10th)
to help Aleida Van-
Dyke celebrate her
90th birthday. Happy
Birthday, Aleida!l

Her “thank you” ap-
peared in a Sunday
Weekly Newsletter.
Ramo was one of
many who exchanged
hugs!




Youth and Family News

Wow, we made it through May! What a crazy month!
Thanks to everyone who supported the youth pro-
gram by donating money, time, or items to the garage
sale! It was a success, and we raised over $1,000 for
the mission trip this summer. There are still youth in
need of some scholarship money for the mission trip,
so if you would like to donate, please talk to me.

Interviews are currently underway for a new Assis-
tant Director of Youth and Family ministry, so please
keep the process in your prayers. We have some ex-
cellent candidates and hope to have someone in place
by mid- to late summer.

On May 18, ninth graders and parents participated in
the “Stepping Behind the Wheel” Driver’s Milestone.
Scott Wright presented insurance information to the
families and we had open communication about po-
tential conflicts and pressures that can arise when
teenagers are able to drive. Each participant was
given a covenant to take home, look over as a family,
and sign together, laying out expectations from eve-
rything to insurance costs to miles per week allowed.
We concluded the day with a presentation of a cross
key chain to each of the participants, as a reminder
that God goes with them wherever they go. Partici-
pants included Adam Cook, Miles Ludvigson, Travis
Houle, and Jenna Hyde. Those unable to attend that
are still signing the family covenant include Allie
Cook, Cameron Poehler, Robin Bry, and Christian
Kessler. Congratulations, everyone! God bless you as
you get out on the open road!

On June 1, we will be honoring graduating seniors
during both services with a special “blessing blan-
ket.” Our list of graduating seniors includes Alex
Boie, Anthony Calo, Brandon Foye, Adam Johnson,
Dana Johnson, Amanda Leeman, Courtney Newkirk,
Brandon Peterson, Michael Shaw, and Chad Wen-
genroth. Congratulation to all of you as well, and
God bless you as you continue with your post high-
school plans!

The Youth and Family Team and Worship Team are
partnering to get families involved on Sundays this
summer in a variety of ways. If your family would
like to serve as greeters, ushers, communion assis-
tants, lectors, or provide special music, please let us
know. Be prepared for some family-friendly fun and
innovative worship this summer!
Blessings, Kristin Tranby
Director of Youth and Family Ministry
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Answering a Call: Stewardship Update

We had a terrific service of celebration and commit-
ment on May 4! It was a time to reflect on how we
can grow as stewards of House of Prayer’s mission...
Called by God to learn, grow, and support. During
the service, we brought both our pledge cards and our
“calling cards” forward to the altar to demonstrate to
God and to one another that the stewardship of our
mission is about both money and involvement.

The money is important. It keeps the building, the
staff, and the programs going. The pledges are also
important. The more pledges we receive, the better
we are able to plan the work of the church for the
coming year. Thank you for your financial commit-
ment to the ministry of House of Prayer. If you have-
n’t had a chance to turn in a pledge card yet, please
call or stop by the church office.

As of the date of this writing (May 20), 230 families
have turned in pledge cards, which is very close to
the number received last year. The total amount
pledged to the general fund is up 2% compared to last
year, and benevolence pledges are also coming in
strong.

While money provides a foundation for what we do
at House of Prayer, it is only that — a foundation, a
starting point. The real driving force behind our min-
istry is the involvement of people. It is your time,
talent, and spirited engagement that make everything
go forward. Thank you for being involved in this
faith community, whether it is in worship or Bible
study, outreach or small groups, community service
or another avenue of volunteering. If you have any
guestions about how you can be involved at House of
Prayer, just ask a pastor, staff member, ministry team
member, or friend — or watch for a soon-to-be-
published listing of ministry opportunities.

Another important day is coming up. On Sunday,
June 8, we will have one service at 10:00 a.m. featur-
ing the Barbary Coast Dixie Land Show Band, fol-
lowed by an important congregational meeting and
picnic. During the meeting, we will, among other
things, review our budget plans for the coming year
and talk about new opportunities to be engaged in
House of Prayer’s mission and ministry. | hope you
can be there! Thanks for “Answering the Call”!

Peter Dorow
Lay Leader for Stewardship



Music Department Notes

WE WANT YOU!

With the regular music groups taking a much
deserved breather for the summer, there will be
ample opportunity for individuals or small
groups to provide music ministry for services in
the summer. Whatever your talent (within rea-
son, | suppose...), we can find a way to use it in
a service to give praise. Whether you are a
singer, instrumentalist, dancer, or whatever,
please feel free to jump at the chance to share
your gifts in worship! If you would like to pur-
sue such an opportunity, please contact me, and
we’ll try to find a way to get you involved.
Thanks — we know you’re out there.

WE WANT YOU! (Part I1)

I would like to take this opportunity to formally
encourage anyone and everyone to consider join-
ing a House of Prayer musical ensemble next
year. | would love to see us FILL the choir loft,
a la Festival of Carols, on a regular basis. Come
join the fun (albeit whacky from time to time)
and be a part of the meaningful contributions to
worship with the choir! Maybe you would like to
give hand bells a shot — we have tons of fun
there, too! Contact me anytime if you would like
to hear more about serving the church in this
(FUNI!) way. And/or: if you are a wind player
and would like to inquire about the Brass or the
Wind Ensemble, please contact Jon Kietzer. We
know there is a LOT of talent out there — don’t
make me come and find you.

Phil Mennicke, Director of Music

A CELEBRATION OF MINISTRY...

The House of Prayer community, led by choir
singers of all ages, had the privilege of honoring
the 22-year ministry of Karen Bartz on Sunday,
May 18. The genuine affection for Karen was
evident as countless people of every generation
brought flowers one by one to create a beautiful
bouquet to present to her. It was only fitting to
have this transpire in the midst of music making;
this all happened during a choral and congrega-
tional song of blessing, “God Be With You ‘til
We Meet Again.” Members of Karen’s chil-

dren’s choirs (past and present) sang the final
verse. They indeed provided a “Song of Angels,”
as the text of this verse says.

The extent of the appreciation and love for Karen
was obvious as the “flower procession” was lined
up throughout the aisles of the sanctuary, prompt-
ing the choir to ad-lib
slightly and continue
humming the song
many times over. (We
didn’t mind a bit!)
The elementary
school kids sang “Go
Ye Therefore,” a song
chosen by them to
honor Karen’s life-
time of teaching. The
song encourages all
of us to teach others
about God’s love.
Karen herself led the preschoolers in singing
“God Wants Us to Love One Another.”

Thanks to all who contributed in so many ways to
make this special event work so well, and thanks
to Karen for providing the occasion to do it!

...& KAREN BARTZ EXPRESSES THANKS

For a staff devotions in May, Pastor Chuck asked
us to name two things for which we were thank-
ful. 1 immediately responded with these: my fam-
ily and my church family. It was a great joy to
have my family among you at the celebration ser-
vice on May 18. It was an overwhelming event.
The presentation of the exquisite Genesis print
from the St. John’s Bible, along with the mone-
tary gift, will be a cherished memory of the day.
It will remind me of all the love and support the
House of Prayer family has shared with me.

The floral and musical tribute from the children
and members along with the song of blessing
from the choir and bell choir was especially mov-
ing. 1 am so grateful to all of you for the cards
and gifts | received at the beautiful reception. 1
cannot thank you enough. You indeed have been
a special blessing to me.

Karen Bartz



Administration Report

It has become fairly common for people---members
and guests---to comment about the energy they feel
at House of Prayer (HOP). What a great thing to
realize that people here are excited and actively in-
volved in this community---in this mission center! |
believe God smiles about HOP!

The source of this energy is very exciting to me. It
certainly is multi-faceted, but one of those facets is
lay involvement. HOP is now a good two years into
the ministry team structure of operation. The Tran-
sition Task Force, itself a lay-driven venture, recom-
mended this governance model, and it was approved
by the congregation. | believe the increased roles of
laity are central to the renewal cycle we are in.

| hope you’ve had an opportunity to see some of the
activity, to hear the ideas, to observe the ownership
that lay people developed because of their involve-
ment in a ministry team. These teams are the seven
teams on the organization chart that guide our over-
all ministry, but they also include some 80 teams,
many of which we don’t hear much about. We liter-
ally have hundreds of people creating the wonderful
energy that impresses guests (and God?).

Examples are always limiting, but let me illustrate
with a few. Your Leadership Ministry Team met on
May 20 to refine our structure and to work on next
year’s budget. It’s significant to note that we’re see-
ing more young people commit to leadership roles.
These lay and staff people were engaged, thought-
ful, concerned, candid. This is a very good sign for
House of Prayer’s future. There are more examples.

Last week while helping to
locate a ladder, | personally
discovered how valuable
our banner team is to our
worship (I got on that lad-
der!). I also discovered that
two couples, Jim and EI-
mira Doering and Ron and
Arliss Anderson, needed to
end these roles after years

of faithful, unsung
service. | also dis-
covered, in part be-
cause of the smell of
the still-drying poly-
urethane, that Irene
Sable had refinished
the little bench in the
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north entry. If you’ve been around HOP on a Mon-
day, you’ve seen a crew doing some much-needed
spring cleaning (our building is way too big for even
Ramo to keep up with!!): Karen Steenson, Jeanne
Lindstrom, Roberta Sander, Sandy Jenson, Irene Sa-
ble, and Sue Holton. Frank Sable fixes locks and
makes keys in addition to banner and altar guild
work.

I also periodically hear of lay people ministering to
others. Dorothy Bjurman bringing a devotional and
visiting with a member who can’t come to church is
the most recent example I’ve overheard. Office vol-
unteer Carol Haugen provides transportation to some-
one to fill a variety of needs. Shawls are being made
to provide comfort and remind recipients that God
loves them and people at HOP care about them.
These examples are simply tips of the iceberg!

Our nation’s economy is making life tough for some,
and this temporary phenomenon (it’ll get better in a
year or so as history has shown time and again) is
affecting some HOP members and our church opera-
tions. The growing energy we’ve been feeling for the
past three to four years will carry us through this pe-
riod well. And one of the really cool things about the
tremendous enthusiasm from our lay people is that
you voluntarily support HOP’s vision and are not a
cost factor in the budget! Thanks!!

Jon Oleson, Director of Administration

BENEFIT OF HI-LINES BY EMAIL

Last year, members of House of Prayer were
asked to consider receiving Hi-Lines by email. A
number of members agreed to receive Hi-Lines
by email. Prior to this response, the average
postage was $87 each month. The average cost
of mailing the Hi-Lines this fiscal year is $65, an
annual savings of $266.

Please consider this cost savings and receive Hi-
Lines by email. Provide your email address on
the “TELL US KEEP US POSTED” form. Turn
the form into the office or place it in the collec-
tion plate on Sunday morning. This is an easy
way for us to pinch our pennies, and there are a
lot of pennies in $266! Let’s pinch even more
pennies in the coming fiscal period with Hi-
Lines by email. It is also another way to have an
impact on the environment. Less paper copies
means less paper used to print Hi-Lines.

Sandra MacKenzie, Chair
Communications Team
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Milestones
BAPTISM Jack and Geraldine Hanson June 15, 1947
Romi Ann Chlebecek was born on September 11, Melvin and Doris Broz June 16, 1948
2007 and was baptized May 4, 2008. Her parents Richard and Janice Kiehl June 16, 1956
are Kris and Tiffany Chlebecek and her sponsors Dean and Norma Dahl June 18, 1949
are Lisa and Tony Chlebecek. Gerald and Pat Buffington  June 18, 1988
WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES Jerry and Ellen Thompson June 22, 1957
Couples Date Larry and Evelyn Ohlhauser June 25, 1968
Marvin and Susan Splettstoesser  June 2, 1973 Trumen and Marvel Holland June 30, 1956
Carl and Marilyn Johnson June 6, 1953 Don and Dorothy Wiecher  June 30, 1951
Gene and Dorothy Hansen June 7, 1958 :
Bob and Norita Johnson June 8, 1957 T\;ET/PEES:;EI\;G;J[ on :)Ter:m\ge' dt
Roger and Donna Paulsen June 10, 1955 € Oft Scramble Nias been Movead to
Wi?liam and Katherine Martin June 12, 1949 September 22, 2008, and will be held at Minne-
Robert and Bernice Huber June 12’ 1943 sota Valley! Mark your calendar and consider
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